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Narciss, whom he kept continually about him. They once htZ.
an argument about the virtue of women. Narciss repeated to
me what had passed between them ; I was not wanting with my
observations ; and my Mend required of me a written essay on
the subject. I could write French fluently enough ; I had laid
a good foundation with my teacher. My correspondence with
Narciss was likewise carried on in French : except in French
books, there was then no elegant instruction to be had. My essay
pleased the Count ; I was obliged to let hi™ have some little
songs, which I had lately been composing. In short, Narciss
appeared to revel without stint in the renown of his beloved : and
the story, to his great contentment, ended with a French epistle
in heroic verse, which the Count transmitted to him on depart-
ing; in which their argument was mentioned, and my friend
reminded of his happiness in being destined, after all his doubts
and errors, to learn most certainly what virtue was, in the arms
of a virtuous and charming wife.
He showed this poem first of all to me, and then to almost
every one ; each thinking of the matter what he pleased. Thus
did he act in several cases ; every stranger, whom he valued, must
be made acquainted in our house.
A noble family was staying for a season in the place, to profit
by the skill of our physician. In this house too Narciss was
looked on as a son : he introduced me there ; we found among
these worthy persons the most pleasant entertainment for mind
and heart. Even the common pastimes of society appeared less
empty here than elsewhere. All knew how matters stood with
us : they treated us as circumstances would allow, and left the
main relation unalluded to. I mention this one family, because
in the after-period of my life it had a powerful influence on me.
Almost a year of our connexion had elapsed ; and along with
it, our spring was over. The summer came, and all grew drier
and more earnest.
By several unexpected deaths, some offices fell vacant which
Narciss might make pretensions to. The instant was at hand,
when my whole destiny must be decided ; and while Narciss, and
all our friends, were making every effort to efface some impres-
sions which obstructed him at Court, and to obtain for him the
wished-for situation, I turned with my request to my Invisible
Friend. I was received so kindly, that I gladly came again. I
confessed, without disguise, my wish that Narciss might obtain

